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Tour of Ireland (Day 5)

Road

A Distance:120km 4 Elevation:1130m ' Difficulty: 3
@ Start point : Louisburgh @ End point : Cill Ronain (Kilronan)

T |
| bR Castlebar | Kiltimagh |
+ . Clew/Bay.  sois / _‘ 9 o
| | ;i o 5 4
e f 4 | Westpart e Knaock
| : .- %
| | b Ballyhaunis.__—Castlerea
L) \ A e §
-~ % e
— Claremorris™ NG
Ballinrabe
\ 'Ic‘.lam
Headford '\ Mountbellew
Oughterard. taugh k
Carrib »
A’lh_eﬁry
GalWayege——= 7 Ve e
4 . Loughrea
Gl
Leaflet | Data ® OpenStreethap contributors, Maps © OpenStreetMap contributors, CC-BY-SA, Imagery © Mapbox
_| Altitude
100m

80m 7 m '

60m N‘\f I f\ IHI

40m )jl Lﬁ \\ W% |I|/M\f\||‘L,\,-.J¢\-\ ,JJI' \'\ ff l\ J'/ f lﬂl‘a
20m N Uj" k\ﬁ“ﬁ Aﬂ\,ff\ s Ju' o\"/\f 'fr \J\N/"\j LAV\\ M{(Mf lMMf \J{f\\\AM,r‘»

Okm 20km 40km GOkm Blkm 100km 1¥Bikkm

https://fuyens.ch/en/tracks/tour-of-ireland-day-5/ Page 1



F«yewt.cﬂ Tour of Ireland (Day 5)

The lakes of Connemara, we all know that it is in Ireland and we can thank Michel Sardou for having
made us dream of it in his beautiful song which trots still and always in our heads. But to go to see the
Connemara lakes in real life, moreover by bike, in total freedom and without constraints, it's much
better. And the ride is worth it.

The lakes of Connemara

The first idea that came to my mind when | prepared this tour was to crossthe Lake Connemara region
and then stop in Galway, the county capital of the county of the same name. But then | saw the islands,
and especially the island of Aran. So, | decided to go exploring the islands, rather than visiting Galway.

From Louisburgh, the road climbs gently but surely. In fact, it will be jagged all day long. After skirting Killary
Harbour Lake, the first stop was in the village of Leenane. This is where the Connemara region really
begins. The road going down to Clifden is really out of time.

— “

Connemara is a wild beauty. It abounds in sublime pockets of nature, each one more beautiful than the
next, waiting to be discovered and explored. Connemara means in Gaelic, “The entrances to the sea” It
is a very suitable region for hiking and biking. There are not many cars, but especially no stores around.
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Clifden

The road continues to the small town of Clifden, self-proclaimed capital of Connemara. A stop is welcome
especially considering the road that still awaits us.

https://fuyens.ch/en/tracks/tour-of-ireland-day-5/ Page 3


https://www.fuyens.ch/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/01_Connemara.jpg
https://www.fuyens.ch/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/02_Connemara.jpg
https://www.fuyens.ch/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/03_Kylemore_Abbey.jpg
/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/07_Clifden.jpg

F«yewx.cﬂ Tour of Ireland (Day 5)

A ferry to Irishmore

We leave again on the saddle to cross the villages of Ballinaboy, Cashel, Gortmore, Costelloe and
Rossaveel. The difference in altitude is almost flat and with the wind in the back, the 70km which separate
Clifden from Rossaveel are done at an average of more than 30km/h. In less than 2 hours, | reached the

port of Rossaveel, from where the ferries leave for the Aran Islands and more particularly the one | was
interested in, Inishmore.

The day ends with a ferry crossing to Inishmore Island.
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