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Running Javascript in Wordpress

JS, Wordpress

@ Web o Skills: 3

How to perform a function that has not been expected by Wordpress and/or Elementor. Everything
depends on whether this task must be done on the server side or directly on the client's browser. One
of the main missions of the client navigator is to display the information received by the server. But
how to format this data? That's where Javascript comes in. Here is a small overview of the
implementation of Javascript with Wordpress.

Introduction

A website, even if you are not a developer, in which you use Elementor to create your pages, will most likely
use Javascript to perform tasks. Javascript is a reference in the web world.95% of websites use it and it is
the most used language in the web world, at more than67%. It was invented in 1995, by the company

Netscape, then pioneer of the web. It is a scripting language, which means that it is executed on the fly. It
is oriented to run on the client machine, unlike PHP, which is a language that runs on the server. PHP and
Javascript are the two omnipresent languages in WordPress and are inseparable. There is recently, a new
syntax, adapted and web-oriented, which is called Jquery, but it works identically to Javascript (JS). We can
even mix the two syntaxes.
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Implement Javascript in your child theme

As for PHP, Javascript will dock in WordPress through the child theme. In principle, the two languages work

in the same way, they queue up and run on demand.

This is not a Javascript course. | am not an experienced developer and the code could certainly be
improved. The code below is a real example used on this site. The design of the archive page, displays a
block representing a post. This one presents an introduction in the form of text, a kind of teaser that is not
limited in the number of characters. At the beginning of the design, the goal was to contain it in a text zone
delimited by the margins, but this implementation quickly became inadequate because the text of the post
had to be dynamic, to leave space for the title, if it had to extend over more than one line. To accomplish
this, the main task of this function was to count the maximum number of lines that could be displayed in
the archive block to keep the text contained within and truncate it, if necessary.

Below, the problem is clearly demonstrated. The excerpt exceeding the space provided.

Mon deuxieme voyage
Affaire

Une courte description de mon voyage

SUISSE

Mon premier voyage

Loisirs

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not
simply random text. It Ras roots in.a piece of
classical Latinliteraturefrom45 BC, making it
over 2000 yearsold. Richard-McClintock, a
Latin professor at Hampden-Sydney College in

Virginia, looked up one of the more obscure
Latin words, consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum
passage, and going through the cites of the
word in classical literature, discovered the
undoubtable source. Lorem Ipsum comes
from sections 1.10.32 and 1.10.33 of "de
Finibus Bonorum et Malorum® (The Extremes

of Good iJ) by Cic December
This boci‘?si%?t\?eatise ) 2019
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Like in the PHP chapter, start by declaring a PHP file in which you will reference your Javascript functions.

* In the “functions.php” file, add a file named here “Enqueue_JS_Scripts.php”.

i ncl ude_once ($dir . '/php/Enqueue_JS Scripts. php');

* Create a “js” folder, at the root of your child theme (where your“php” and “css” folders are also
located).

® Create the file “Enqueue_JS_Scripts.php” in your “php” folder.

® Create the JS file named here “CountLine.js” in your “js” folder.

* Copy and paste the code below into the “Enqueue_JS_Scripts.php” file.

Be careful, the “CountLine.js” file will run each time a page is loaded. To limit this, you can use the
test functions provided by WordPress (is_admin, is_archive, is_search, is_page, etc..). The
functions speak for themselves. The code below will only run if the visitor is on a page of the site
(not on the admin console) and this one is an archive page, a search page or the home page.

[/ Count Lines in archives w dget posts
if (!'function_exists('CountLine')) {
function CountLine() {
/1l Only on archives, search and hone pages
if (lis_admin() & (is_archive() || is_search() || is_page('honme'))) {
$j query = array ('jquery');
$version = '1.0';
$in footer = true

/1 Enqueue scri pt
wp_enqueue_scri pt (' Count Li ne', get_styl esheet _directory uri() . '/js/CountLine.js', $jqué

}

}add_action(' wp_enqueue_scripts', 'CountLine');

* Copy and paste the JS code into the “CountLine.js” file

The purpose is not to explain in detail what the code does, but its function is to calculate the number of
lines of text that an archive block can write according to the available space.
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/**
* Plugin Nane: CountLine
Description: Count nunber of text |ines and chop textbox
Aut hor: divier Paudex
Aut hor Web Site: https://ww.fuyens. ch
*/
/[l dobal var (to avoid resize on scrolling)
var wi dt h = wi ndow. i nner W dt h;
var tinmeout = O;
var delay = 250;
/1 On document | oad
j Query(docunent).ready(cut_text);
// On w ndow resize
j Query(wi ndow) . resi ze(function() {
cl ear Ti meout (ti meout);
ti meout = set Ti neout (cut _text, delay);

/ Cutting text

unction cut_text() {

[l Init

var contai ner _hei ght = 500;

/ 'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k************************

[/l Avoid resize on scrolling
if (tineout == 0 || window. innerWdth !'= wwidth) {
wwi dt h = wi ndow. i nner W dt h;
/1 Loop through archives posts
| et archives = docunent. get El enent sByCd assNanme(' ar chi ves');
for (var index = 0; index < archives.|ength; index++) {
I/ Reset on each archive
var archive_ title height = 0;
var archive_ternes_hei ght = 0;
var archive_i nfos_hei ght = 0;
/'l Get height of title
i f (archives[index].getEl ementsByCl assNanme('title').length > 0)
archive_title_height = archives[index].getEl enmentsByCl assNane('title')[0]. of fset Hei ght

}
/] Cet height of ternes
i f (archives[index].getEl ementsByCl assNanme('ternmes').length > 0)
archive_ternmes_hei ght = archives[index]. get El enent sByCl assNane('ternes')[0]. of fsetHeig

}
/1 Cet height of infos
i f (archives[index].getEl enentsByCl assNane('infos').|ength > 0)
archi ve_i nfos_hei ght = archi ves[i ndex] . get El ement sByCl assNanme(' i nfos')[0]. of f set Hei ght |

/'l Cal cul ate height |eft over for textbox
var textbox_hei ght = container_height - archive_title_height - archive_ternes_height - a
[/l Calculate the float value of "p" line-height -> line-height (em * font-size (px)
i f (archives[index].getEl ement sByTagNane('p').length > 0) {
l'et textbox = archives[index].getEl ement sByTagNane(' p')[0
var |ine_height = wi ndow. get Conput edSt yl e(text box) . get PropertyVaI ue('line-height');

/1 Check if Apple devices or others

i f (navi gator.userAgent.match(/ (i Pod|i Phone|iPad)/)) {
i ne_hei ght = parselnt(line_height);

} else {
| i ne_hei ght = parseFl oat (line_height);

}

/] Calculate the int nunber of lines for the textbox

lines = Math. fl oor(textbox_height/line_height);

/1 Adjust the textbox height, cutting off the lines which are inconplete

t ext box_hei ght = Mat h. fl oor (lines*|ine_height);

t ext box. styl e. set Property(' hei ght',textbox_height + 'px');
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And here is the result.

Mon deuxieme voyage
Affaire

Mon premier voyage

Loisirs

Une courte description de mon voyage

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not
simply random text. It Ras:-rootsin a piece of:
classical Latinliteraturesfrom4s BC, making it
over 2000 yearsold. Richard\VcClintock, a
Latin professor at Hampden-Sydnéy College in
Virginia, looked up one of the more obscure
Latin words, consectetur, from a Loremn Ipsum
passage, and going through the cites of the
word.in classical literature, discovered the
undoubtable source. Lorem Ipsum comes
from sections 1.10.32 and 1.10.33 of "de

December
SUISSE 2019

SUISSE

Now this archive page is starting to look like something. But an archive page without a search engine isn't
really an archive page, is it ? The next chapter will lead you to the realization ofa search filter created with
Elementor tools only.
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